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Celebrity?
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Chris Baca
Meal on Wheels West

Here at Meals on Wheels West, we
partner with local schools and the
Pretenders Dance Studios to create
handmade holiday cards for all of
our clients. Our caring volunteers
deliver the cards and small gifts 
to help our homebound clients 
celebrate. Above, Roosevelt
Elementary school students are
ready to bring joy to our clients.

(Continued on Page 12)
The Harrington Family

The Harrington family at 
Christmastime is waiting for 
Santa and a Lakers win! Below,
the newest family member, 
Desi Harrington, is ready for 
her first Christmas.

Miceala Shocklee
Construction of the Christmas
markets signals the start of winter
holidays in Edinburgh. Princes
Street Gardens, located in the city
center, turns itself into a festival 
of craft stalls, stations of bespoke
chocolate and Scandinavian-in-
spired food, and cider-sipping 
arenas. At the base of the gardens,
a fair ground of hot chocolate ven-
dors and seasonally-themed winter
wonderland rides for children
awaits. Walk northward in the city,
and another garden area, St. 
Andrew Square, hosts a skating
rink. Student discounts meant I
spent several evenings last year 

(Continued on Page 10)

Sharing Favorite Holiday Traditions

Ken and Adam Papagan
Every year on Christmas Eve,
Adam Papagan and his father Ken
cook a unique holiday feast of lin-
guine and clams with fried shrimp.
The tradition began with Ken's
grandparents, who immigrated to
the United States from Italy.
Though Ken is originally from 
Ohio, he has been living on the
Westside for nearly 40 years –
where Adam was born and raised.
They are looking forward to 
preparing the meal together 
this Christmas.

Evelyn Lauchenauer
I celebrate the holidays by partici-
pating in the city of Santa Monica
public events on Montana Ave.,
Main Street, and the Third Street
Promenade with family and friends
and my sweet cocker spaniel, 
Bentley. It is such a joy to see holi-
day lights, listen to Christmas car-
olers and stroll up and down the
streets sipping a hot toddy. I espe-
cially like the Christmas tree 
made out of shopping carts that 
is displayed in the Edgemar 
Center on Main Street.

Sally Grover Gutierrez
December 25 has always been a
special date for the Grover family.
My mother and father were married
on that date, and my middle sister,
Noel, was born on December 24,
hence her name “Noel.” Growing 
up in Princeton, New Jersey, it
usually snowed on Christmas 
Eve, making Christmas Day 
even more magical.  

Oftentimes our gifts were hand-
made. One year, circa 1940, my
two sisters, got ironing boards and
doll cribs hand-crafted by my dad.
To this day, the memories of the
smells, the special taste of the
Grover Eggnog, and the love of 

(Continued on Page 3)

Charla King and 
the JoyCatchers

Holidays are full of the hustle and
bustle of gift wrapping and giving,
cookie making, party going, and
tree trimming. But for some, it's 
far less festive. They may be ill,
lonely, alone, living in a room 
instead of their former home,
homeless, or for whatever circum-
stance of life, may feel forgotten. 

JoyCatchers aims to bring some 
joy back into their lives with 
the gift of a small, colorfully 
decorated artificial tree that 
will fit in even the smallest room. 
This was the idea behind the Joy-
Catchers Tree Trim when I invited
20 friends to join me decorating
trees in 2006. 'Let's do this again'

Mike Gitchell is making latkes
for Hanukkah.

Jonathan Fong holds some of the trees decorated by the members of
the JoyCatchers organization. More copy in the column to the right.

Carol David and her grandson 
light menorahs at Hanukkah time.

Evelyn Rudie and 
Chris DeCarlo

Santa Monica Playhouse
We celebrate the holiday season
with lots and lots of holiday plays,
performances, workshops, camps,
and most of all – good food, good
friends, good family cheer – and
often a cultural exchange trip 
to England or Japan! Celebrating 

(Continued on Page 7)

SMStarDecember17Sun_Layout 1  11/27/17  1:24 PM  Page 1



Page 12 Santa Monica Starwww.thesantamonicastar.com











 





 
















JoyCatchers
(Continued from Page 1)

they said, and an annual tradition 
began, growing to JoyCatchers, 
becoming a nonprofit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization last year. What started 
with giving 35 decorated trees to 
convalescent hospitals in Santa 
Monica and Mar Vista has grown to 
more than 100 volunteers giving 
time, talents, money, and joyful 
spirits to fill the 900 tree requests we 
have this year.  

Decorated trees are given to non-
profits who personally distribute the 
trees to the adults they serve, 
including veterans, seniors, home-
less, people in hospice and cancer 
programs. Each is given with 
this simple greeting signed by the 
trimmer: "What I make with my 
hands I give with my heart."

Why trees? I wanted to do some-
thing to honor my mom who passed 
away at 97. She adored holiday trees. 
We had them throughout our home. 
If they made us so joyful, then maybe 
they could do that for others. 

So I started JoyCatchers to honor 
my mom and to bring joy 
to adults one tree at a time.
To learn more about JoyCatchers, 
ways to contribute, or to view 
pictures, visit www.joycatchers.org, 
or www.facebook.com/JoyCatchers/. 
Write us at 12405 Venice Blvd., 
#345, Los Angeles, CA 90066. 
Phone: 310-890-2487.

Here is a photo from the ordination of the Rev. Julie Kelly held at Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church in Santa Monica this past fall. Pastor Kelly served her internship at Mt.
Olive in 2015-2016. She has accepted a call to be Pastor at Hope Lutheran Church
in Riverside, California where she has already begun serving. This was the first 
ordination at Mt. Olive in 30 years, and the first-ever ordination of a woman at Mt.
Olive. Pastor Kelly is sixth from the left in this photo (the person with the biggest
smile.) She was ordained by the Rev. Andrew Taylor, Bishop of the Pacifica Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Bishop Taylor is fifth from
the left, next to Pastor Kelly. Mt. Olive's Pastor Eric Shafer, the host pastor for this 
ordination, is second from the left in this photo.
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